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take specific measures actually against pulmonary tuber- 
culosis, there has been compulsory notification since 1897,
and here is what Dr. Hermann Biggs, the distinguished ’’,
medical officer of that city, writes on the question :- 

’

As tuberculosis radically differs from the more communicable ’,
diseases usually called contagious, so the measures for the sanitary
supervision of tuberculosis must differ from the measures adapted in
this class of disease. This should be the attitude of health authorities
always in the enactment of all regulations. The information contained
in the reports of cases should be regarded as confidential information
and action should only be taken by the authorities in those instances
where the conditions require it. The notification of a case of tuber-
culosis does not require any action on the part of the authorities if it
seems reasonable to assume that such action is unnecessary. The very
fact that tuberculosis is notified by the attending physician as a

communicable disease has the greatest educational value and justifies
the assumption in those instances in which the case is under the super-
vision of a private physician that reasonable and necessary precautions
for the protection of others will be taken. If, however, the con-

sumptive has the disease in an infectious stage and is without a
home, or is living in a lodging-house, or in a poorly furnished room, or
in a. family in a tenement house, or is receiving charitable medical advice
through some public institution, then all objection to the interference
or the supervision of the authorities i3 removed, and in the interest of
the public such interference and supervision becomes necessary. Such
is the attitude which has been adopted in New York City. It is
assumed and stated positively that in all instances where the consump-
tive is under the care of a private physician and the latter will under-
take to give such instructions as are necessary to prevent the trans-
mission of the disease to others no further cognisance of the case will be
taken by the health authorities after the registration.
These are the methods which I hope Mr. Birrell will in-
corporate in his Bill for the Prevention of Tuberculosis in
Ireland. All true friends of Ireland who wish this plague
cleared out of their country want : (1) Compulsory notifica-
tion of tuberculosis in the cities and counties in order to have
clear scientific evidence where the disease is ; (2) no action
on the part of the authorities is wanted in those cases where
it is reasonable to assume that such action is unnecessary ;
and (3) when it is evident that from the patient’s environment
and condition he or she should be sent to a hospital or sana-
torium, he or she should be induced by pressure on -the part of
the public health authorities to avail himself or herself of
such institutional care as seems desirable or available.
If, however, the patient persistently refuses institutional
care the authorities must be supplied with powers of forcible
removal in those instances in which the insanitary conditions
existing render it necessary. In Ireland there has been
recently an outbreak of cerebro-spinal fever, and wherever
it appeared it was promptly added by the authority of the
Local Government Board to the list of notifiable diseases
with the most rigorous enforcement of all the penalties
pointed out in Dr. H. T. Bulstrode’s recent report (p. 587),
and yet beyond the fact that it was a rapidly fatal disease
due to a specific organism what real scientific or clinical
evidence is there that it is infectious as compared, say, with
pulmonary tuberculosis, and yet in the case of the latter
disease-perhaps owing to its chronicity-there is still among
some a dislike to add it to the list of infectious diseases as
was done in 1906 by the Scottish Local Government Board,
which also decided that the same sections of the Public
Health Act applicable to other infectious maladies are

equally applicable to pulmonary consumption.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)
Mercer’s Hospital and Orthovodic Hospital : : The Bazaar.
A meeting of the executive committee of this bazaar

was held recently at the committee rooms, Orthopaedic
Hospital, Dublin. Mr. G. A. Newcomen was in the chair,
and there were also present Colonel A. Courtenay, C.B.,
Mr. J. M. Lowry, Mr. R. L. Swan, ex-President of the

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Major Scott, Dr.
W. C. Stevenson, Mr. Henry Moore, Mr. E. L’Estrange
Ledwich, and Dr. W. S. Haughton and Mr. Seton S. Pringle,
honorary secretaries. The report furnished by the honorary
secretaries was to the effect that nearly 30 stalls had been
arranged for, inclusive of the following county stalls:
County Galway, Lady Ashtown and Colonel Courtenay;
County Meath, Mrs. Nicholson ; County Cork, Lady Fitz-
gerald Arnott ; County Roscommon, the Countess of King-
ston ; County Wicklow, Mrs. Leslie Ellis ; County Leitrim,
patroness, Mrs. Clements, honorary secretary, Mrs. Pentland ;
County Kildare, Lady Annette La Touche ; and that a large
number of patrons had been secured for the bazaar. The

question of obtaining large prizes for balloting was dis-
cussed and referred to the ladies’ committee. It was

decided that turnstiles should be used wherever possible at

the entrances to side shows and entertainments, &c. It was
also decided that the sale of alcoholic drink should be strictly
limited. This question will, however, be subjected to further
discussion at a future meeting.

Teremwe Sewerage Works.
The formal commencement in connexion with the scheme

of Terenure sewerage took place on July 15th in the
presence of a gathering of gentlemen who were interested
in the carrying out of the project.
July 2.8th. 

-

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Early Consequences of Overfeeding.
AT the Hospitals’ Medical Society on July 17th Dr-

Marcel Labbe reviewed this important question. Over--
feeding may result from habit or from predilection or even.
from following medical advice, as for instance in the case of
tuberculous, dyspeptic, and neurasthenic people. It is one-
of the commonest causes of ill health. Beside the late
results to which it gives rise, such as obesity, gout, diabetes,
and renal lithiasis, it causes a certain number of early
symptoms, which taken together form a characteristic
I syndrome." The clinical points of this condition are-
increase of fatness which may be progressive or may give
place to emaciation caused by digestive troubles. The

gastric symptoms consist of a feeling of weight in, and
swelling of, the abdomen after meals, and distension of the
stomach. The intestinal symptoms may be of different
kinds-sometimes atonic constipation with dilatation of the
large intestine results, but more often the bowels act-

regularly once or twice a day, the motions being soft and,
offensive. The liver becomes hypertrophied and produces an
excess of bile, which results in a cholaemic condition.

Amongst the nervous symptoms are sleepiness after meals,-
insomnia and nightmare at night, an irritated and excited
mental condition, neurasthenia, headache, and migraine.
The temperature is often a little above the normal. The
urine is dark, strong smelling ; on adding nitric acid to it a
red-brown pigment appears, and it may contain some

albumin. The disturbance of nutrition can be demonstrated’

by a systematic comparison between the diet and the urine
excreted according to the method suggested by MM. M. and
H. Labbe. An increased excretion of all the normal con--
stituents of the urine on ordinary quantitative analysis
indicates overfeeding. On comparing the results of this-

analysis with the exact weights of foodstuffs ingested the-
discovery of a deficiency in the intestinal function of absorp-
tion confirms this inference although it may be impossible to
rely upon the patient’s own statements. A deficiency in the
intestinal absorption may be discovered easily by giving a test
diet for three days. The symptoms of the condition may be
slight but it may take a more serious form and result in
disorders of the intestine, liver, or pancreas which will
necessitate a prolonged course of treatment. The best
course to adopt is a regular dietetic education and a proper
" dosage of food.
The Extraction of Ioreign Bodies from the Bronchi and the

&OElig;sophagus.
At the Academy of Medicine on July 15th Dr. Guisez

showed a collection of foreign bodies extracted from these-
passages by the help of broncho-&oelig;sophagoscopy-that is to
say, by the direct illumination of the bronchi or oesophagus
bv means of a mirror. The author introduced this method
into France and has employed it for five years with success,
having treated 14 patients with foreign bodies of various

descriptions and shapes in their bronchi, including bones,
nails, and date-stones, and 18 others who had foreign bodies,
many of which were of very irregular shape, such as

artificial dentures, lodged in the oesophagus. Having regard
to the severity of the surgical methods employed to extract
such articles by direct operation, it may be said that the
method of dealing with them per 1:ias nrdu1’ales is the safer.

A Demolition and a Dilemma.

Opposite the H&ocirc;tel Dieu, upon the bank of the Seine, there
stands a building which is known as the Annexe of that
famous hospital* On its other side is the Parvis Notre Dame,
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the square upon which the old Hotel Dieu stood until it was
pulled down about 30 years ago when the present great
building was opened. The Annexe was condemned a long
time ago, but it has hitherto managed to escape destruction
and has served for the reception of a certain number of

patients, although the building is unsafe and its hygienic
condition is a positive scandal. The only excuse for keep-
ing it open has been that it does represent a certain amount
of in-patient accommodation, which is notoriously insufficient
in the Parisian hospitals for the needs of the capital.
A day came, however, when the place began to fall down,
so that it became unsafe to enter it, and the cost of patching
it up was found to be too heavy to expend upon a condemned
building. As the destruction of the old ruin could no

longer be prevented it was resolved to proceed with it. But
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who had been clamour-
ing for its destruction for a long time, now raised another
outcry and demanded that it should be destroyed by fire for
fear lest the dust from the fabric of the building which
harbours the mixed infection of many generations of patients
should be scattered widely and sow disease through the
whole district. The public health committee thought the
matter sufficiently serious to appoint a commission to investi-
gate the best method of destroying the Annexe without
infecting the neighbourhood. M. Duguet, a member of the
Academy of Medicine, has just published a report, which,
rejecting the proposal to burn the building as dangerous, and
finding that to blow it up with dynamite would be equally
impracticable, recommends that it should be demolished in
the ordinary manner after all its walls and wood-work have
been washed with a disinfectant solution. The committee
of public health accepted this sensible recommendation, but
now a new difficulty has arisen. The housebreaker who

accepted the contract at a certain price now refuses to carry
it out, giving as his reason that the sum which he named had
been reckoned on the basis of selling the old timber, but that
this will be impossible after it has been soaked in poisonous
disinfectants. The case is to go before the courts, and as it
may take several years to decide it seems highly probable
that the buildings will settle the dilemma by tumbling down
of their own accord in spite of all the pious resolutions of
committees.

A New Mixture for General An&aelig;sthesia.

At the Chirurgical Society on July 19th M. Nelaton
described an apparatus invented by M. Ombredanne for
regulating the anaesthetic administration of ether. M. Nelaton
has employed it 300 times in his theatre without any serious
effects. M. Ombredanne’s intention is to avert the unpleasant
symptoms of chloroform and even those of ether (such as
secondary bronchitis and retching) by employing a mixture
of ether, pure air, and carbonic acid gas to produce an
anxsthetic effect like that of chloroform. The use of the
apparatus raises two questions. The first is on a point of
theory. The inhalers in use up to the present have been con-
structed so that the patient shall breathe nothing but ether
vapour.1 The consequence is that the patient is anaesthetised
but becomes asphyxiated, and it is necessary to stop the
administration, with the result that he begins to come round
again ; then the process is repeated. In fact, it is asphyxia
and not anaesthesia that is obtained. M. Ombredanne, how-
ever, observed that patients were rendered unconscious more
quickly with ether, and in order to avoid the asphyxia he
gave it in conjunction with pure air and carbonic acid.
Anoesthesia is therefore obtained by means of a "closed" 

"

method with three substances the doses of which can be indi-
vidually regulated. The addition of the carbonic acid

appeared necessary to insure smooth breathing and recent
observations have confirmed this view. As regards results,
in at least 285 of the 300 cases in which M. Nelaton has
used this apparatus it produced an an&aelig;sthesia like that of
chloroform. In the other 15 there were troubles like those
caused by pure ether an&aelig;sthesia. In 10 or 12 cyanosis,
stertor, and asphyxia, such as are caused by old forms of
inhaler, were noted. In the remaining three bronchitis

supervened, which was mild in two cases and severe, but not
fatal, in the third. On the whole M. Nelaton is very favour-

ably impressed by this method of inducing an&aelig;sthesia.
July 28th.

1 It is to be noted that our correspondent refers to the forms of ether
inhaler hitherto in use in France and not to this country.&mdash;ED. L.

VIENNA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Medical Inspection of Industrial Establishments.
AT the last meeting of the "Aerztekammer" (Medical

Council) Dr. Grun proposed a motion to the effect that the
necessary steps should be taken by the council in order that
general practitioners also should be appointed as inspectors
of industrial establishments where the health of the

employees is exposed to any risk. This pertains especially
to occupations in which dangerous gases, explosive sub-
stances, or metal or mineral dust and particles endanger the
health or the general well-being of the workers. Medical

practitioners as a rule know better than chemists or engineers
where the danger arises, their occupation bringing them
often in touch with the results of negligent arrangements.
Dr. Griin pointed out that in other countries, especially in
France and in Germany, male and female medical prac-
titioners filled such appointments to the utmost satisfaction
of all concerned. The motion was adopted unanimously
and the council has accordingly presented a petition to the
Prime Minister asking him to comply with the wishes of the
profession, especially as a new section of the Ministry of
Commerce is now being organised devoted to "social
politics," that is, to the welfare of those who are employed by
private enterprise. The Minister expressed his willingness
to carry out the idea.

Tfie JllelV Medical Regulations.
The chief Board of Health has considered the suggestions

proposed by a number of medical institutions and Professor
von Jaksch, the chief officer of the board, has reported to it
regarding the following changes of the existing regulations.
It must be kept in mind, however, that many of the rules
now in force date back to the year 1770 and others to 1828.
The following points are worth mentioning. A medical man
in order to practise must duly give notice to the Aerzte-
kammer " (medical council) of his district ; there are

altogether 20 districts. His name must appear on the
Medical Register. If a practitioner is found guilty of a
crime or if he is condemned by the ethical committee his
name can be struck off the Register for a year or for a longer
period, but only in very bad cases can the erasure be per-
manent. A practitioner will not be allowed to practise in
two or more different places at the same time unless he has
an appointment necessitating his doing so. The giving of a
medical certificate without a thorough examination or certifi-
cation with clearly wrongful intention will be punished by
the ethical committee by a fine not exceeding &pound;40. Every
medical man who has not expressis verbis resigned his practice
must be prepared to render medical aid in cases of emergency
unless he is unavoidably prevented from doing so. But the aid
may be- refused if he can prove that the same person has
already misled him once in requiring medical aid from him.
The practitioner can cease at once the treatment of a patient
if his advice is not followed or if another practitioner is
consulted without his knowledge. A new rule, and one which
will remove an old hardship of the profession, stipulates that

notification of infectious diseases must be paid for by the
State. The "Aerztekammer" " will receive the right to
formulate an ethical standard for the profession and to
punish transgressions of the rules. The political, religious,
scientific, or therapeutic opinions of a medical man cannot
be the object of such disciplinary measures, and anyone who
is accused has the right to choose out of his fellow practi-
tioners a counsel. The rules set forth herewith are fairly in
agreement with the wishes of the majority of the practi-
tioners, and the only point on which a large minority holds
divergent views is as to striking a name off the Register.
This seems too dangerous a weapon to be placed in the hands
of medical men, inasmuch as racial and religious differences
may warp the judgment of otherwise just men. At all

events, the proposed changes are not yet law, although not
much time will elapse before they will come into force.
Then a modern view of the rights and duties of the medical
practitioner will be codified, and the medical men, and
especially the councils, will have a lawful means to fight the
dangerous system of contract practice (" sweating the

doctor "), for the members of the profession will have


